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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-1 1, 14, 15, 17-21, 24-26, 28-32 and 35 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Belding et al. (5,685,897; col. 4, lines 26-36; col. 5, lines 
36-41; col. 7, lines 26-34; claim 17). 

3. Belding et al. ('897) teach a desiccant package comprising a desiccant paper made up of a 
desiccant, fibers, and a binder for retention of the desiccant on and within the fiber shafts in a 
paper matrix. The desiccant can include a zeolite, silica gel, or halogen salts having a particle 
size ranging fi-om 0. 1 to 50 microns. The fibers and binder form an adhesive for supporting the 
desiccant in a moisture-permeable container as defined by the instant specification, and will 
enhance the absorption rate by holding a higher level of desiccant. The fiber can be a cellulose 
acetate and the desiccant can comprise 5-70 wt. % of the article with the remainder being fibers 
and binder. The container is capable of being placed in a sealed enclosure as recited in the 
claims and the water vapor transmission rate of the binder and fibers will be inherently be greater 
than the rate recited in the instant claims because a porous paper is formed. The desiccant is 
capable of maintaining a moisture absorption rate and providing a decreased humidity level of 
less than 100 ppm when the starting humidity level is near or less than 100 ppm. Note that the 
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intended use of the desiccant container that is recited in the instant claims has not been given any 
patentable weight because it fails to further limit the stmcture of the article being claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

tLi^xSTl^M. JSr^"^ t!' "''"r '^^''^''^ "'^^'^^^ - d--bed as set forth m 

5. Claims 2, 6, 16 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Belding et al. ('897) in view of EP 0776147 (col. 5, lines 37-57). 

6. Belding et al. ('897) disclose all of the limitations of the claims except that the halogen 
salt is a metal halide. EP '147 discloses a desiccant container that can comprise calcium 
chloride. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to use a metal halide 
as the halogen salt of Belding et al. ('897) in order to provide a well-known, inexpensive and 
common desiccant material that is capable of absorbing moisture from atmospheric air. 

7. Claims 12, 22 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Belding et al. ('897) in view of Levinson et al. (5,384,357; abstract; col. 2, Hnes 49-56). 

8. Belding et al. ('897) discloses all of the limitations of the claims except that the binder is 
radiation curable. Levinson et al. ('357) disclose radiation curable silicone binders that can be 
used as a binder for a desiccant such as a zeolite. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a radiation curable binder in the 
desiccant staicture of Belding et al. ('897) in order to provide a binder that allows accelerated 
manufacturing by speeding up the binding process. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 13,23 and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent for™ including all of the limitations of the base 

claim and any intervening claims. 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The use of a radiation-curable photoresist composition as a binder in a desiccant comprising 
particles having an average size range of 0.001-0.1 microns and can be used to provide a high 
rate of water absorption within a sealed enclosure, is not taught, disclosed or suggested in a 
single reference or a combination of references in the prior art of record. The closest prior art to 
Levinson et al. ('357) discloses the use of radiation curable binders for a zeolite desiccant but 
fails to suggest a motivation for using a radiation curable photoresist composition. 

Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The additional references listed on the enclosed PTO-892 form disclose 
microparticulate desiccants. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Frank M. Lawrence whose telephone number is 703-305-0585. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-5:00; alternate Fridays 7:00-4:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, David A. Simmons can be reached on 703-308-1972. The fax phone numbers for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 10 for regular 

communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 
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Any incu,ry of a general nature or relating ,o ,he sm,us of .his application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0651. 

Frank Lawrence 

Patent Examiner \l.-l>^^ 



November 13, 2002 



